possible assistance and encouragement to the Indians
in South Africa. Conditions for successful satyagraha
were that the cause must be just and the means fully
non-violent. If the Indians in South Africa observed
these, success was bound to be theirs.

31
12-10-'47
A WORD TO THE REFUGEES
Gandhiji said that he had received more blankets
and promises of quilts during the day. Some mills
were also getting quilts ready for the refugees. Unlike
blankets, quilts would get wet with dew. But an easy
way out of it was to cover them with old newspapers
at night. The advantage of quilts was that they could
be stripped, cloth washed and the cotton refilled after
hand-loosening it.
Those who invoked God's assistance could turn
even misfortune to good account. There were some
among the refugees who were embittered by their
sufferings. They were angry. But anger did not help.
They were well-to-do people. They had lost their all.
' So long as they did not return to their homes with
honour and dignity and assurance of safety, they had
to do the best they could in the camp life. Contem-
plated return was, therefore, a long-range programme.
What were they to do in the meantime? He was told
that 75% of those who had come from Pakistan were
traders. They could not all expect to start business in
the Indian Union. That would upset the whole economy
of the Union. They had to learn to work with their
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